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treachery of the Turks, the Vladika s sufferings, and
his people's vengeance :—
" The Christians of the Zeta, by means of gifts,
gained permission from the Pasha of bloody Scutari
to build a church. The humble building was com-
pleted, and the priest Jove went to the chieftains of
the tribes assembled in council and said to them :
*' Our church is built, but it will be no place of God
until it has been consecrated : let us therefore give
money to the Pasha for a safe-conduct for the Bishop
of the Black Mountain, that he may come and bless
it* The Pasha granted the pass for the Black Monk
[the Turkish name for the Vladika, derived from his
monkish garb], and the chosen men of the Zeta went
in haste to give it to the Vladika at Cetinje. Danilo
Petrovic read the writing and shook his head, and
said : ' There is no promise held sacred by the Turks ;
but for the love of our holy faith I will go, even if I
never return.' So he bade saddle his best horse and
went with them. But the treacherous Mussulman
waited till he had blessed the church, and then seized
him and dragged him, with his hands tied behind his
back, to Podgorica. At this news, all the men of the
Zeta, plain and mountain alike, rose and went to
accursed Scutari to implore the Pasha to let the
Vladika go. But he fixed the ransom at three
thousand golden ducats. So the people of the Black
Mountain agreed with the tribes of the Zeta, and sold
perforce all the holy vessels at Cetinje. The Vladika
was set free; and when they saw the glorious sun-
shine of their nation returning, the mountaineers
could not restrain their transports of joy. But Danilo,

